i 


r / 


I 


DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE 
INDUSTRY  COMMERCE 


JAVA  TEA 


' ' = ' ^ A’  ' i ' '''■  'a  f 

'^v‘‘ ,'  > fe,  j ’v"';  ';  fk,f 

- V Wm 


?:  ’>  f ’■' V ' ifli  •;: -"‘t ; ■•',?  ■ ■'*■  v;  '< ■A « ^ -i' :: i;l'' 


NETHERLANDS-EAST-INDIAN 

SAN-FRANCISCO-COMMITTEE 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE, 
INDUSTRY  AND  COMMERCE 


No.  XIX 

JAVA  TEA 


1914 

Boekh.  en  Drukkeri]  v h G.  C.  T.  v.  DORP  & Co. 
Semarang-Soerabaia-Den  Haag. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possibie  by  a grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsyivania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonweaith  Libraries 


https  ;//archive.org/detaiis/JavateaOOedwa 


A first  class  Java  tea  Factory. 


JAVA  TEA. 


Its  history  in  brief  together  with  some  interesting 
details  regarding  its  progress,  and  its  commercial 
position  in  the  world  to  day. 

The  records  regarding  the  tea  planting  industry 
of  Java  are  so  far  as  the  early  years  are  concerned 
somewhat  disjointed,  but  the  commercial  connection 
of  the  Dutchmen  with  the  article  is  proved  to 
have  dated  back  as  far  as  the  year  1609,  when  we 
learn  that  ”a  considerable  and  profitable  trade  was 
carried  on  in  Europe  in  tea  from  China  and  Japan”. 
It  was  not  however  until  1728  that  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company  first  imported  tea  seed  from  China 
into  the  Island  of  Java,  but  unfortunately  regarding 
the  result  of  this  attempt  to  share  the  industry  witli 
China  and  Japan,  notliing  is  known  and  presumably 
it  was  a failure.  There  are  no  records  of  further 
experiments  for  nearly  a century,  but  both  tea  seeds 
and  plants  were  secured  from  Japan  in  1826  and  1827, 
and  the  culture  was  taken  up  seriously  though  these 
seeds  and  plants  do  not  appear’  to  have  been  suc- 
cessful; in  1829  plants  were  inrported  from  Cliina 
and  in  tire  following  year  the  production  of  tea  was 
taken  over  and  handled  by  the  Government.  In  1832 
practical  tea  makers  were  brought  from  China  and 
firrtlrer  tea  seed  wms  also  procm’ed  in  1833;  the 
finished  article  was  however  not  sufficiently  good  to 
be  a commercial  success  and  in  1838  an  establish- 
ment was  erected  near  Batavia  where  the  product 
was  brought  from  the  various  estates  to  be  ’’finish- 
ed”, owing  however  to  bad  roads  and  primitive  traf- 
fic arrangements,  the  tea  had  frequently  to  be  stored 
for  several  months  before  being  sent  for  its  final 
treatment;  this  naturally  caused  serious  deteriora- 
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tion  ill  quality  and  the  establishment  consequently 
proved  to  he  a failure  and  was  eventually  closed  down. 
In  1839  we  have  the  first  mention  of  the  price  at  which 
Java  tea  was  sold  in  Amsterdam,  viz.  81  Cents  per 
pound,  tlie  average  cost  price  howmver  was  Guilders 
1.17  per  pound,  so  Government  was  incurring  a loss 
of  36  Cents,  or  just  over  7 pence,  on  every  pound 
of  tea  sold.  As  a sequence  to  this  it  was  decided 
to  allow  the  culture  to  revert  to  private  enterprise, 
but  under  subsidy  to  Govermnent  to  whom  the  pro- 
duce had  tO'  be  delivered  at  a fixed  price;  the'  cost 
price  had  at  this  time  risen  to  Guilders  1,40  per  pound 
and  die  gross  iVmsterdani  sale  price  to  Guilders  1.40, 
to  Guilders  1,60,  rates  which  still  showed  a substantial 
loss.  For  the  period  between  1835  and  1840  the  loss  was 
Guilders  300,000,  which  by  1846  had  increased  to  Guil- 
ders 500,000  and  to  double  that  figure  ten  years  later, 
while  in  1860  the  loss  sustained  had  reached  the 
grand  total  of  about  six  million  guilders  (£  500,000' 
sterling).  Under  these  conditions  it  is  not  surprising 
that  Govermnent  decided  to  entirely  abandon  its  con- 
nection with  the  culture  as  soon  as  existing  con- 
tracts had  expired.  Thus  in  1865  several  estates  in 
the  Preang^  were  rented  to  private  individuals  and 
on  tliose  lands  the  tea  growing  industry  advanced 
slowly  but  steadily,  Avliile  other  estates  were  gradu- 
ally opened  out  in  the  district  of  Batavia.  The  pas- 
sing of  the  Agricultural  Law  in  1870,  fixing  the  term 
of  land  leases  at  76  years,  had  the  effect  of  creat- 
ing a greater  interest  in  the  Industry  and  the  possibi- 
lities of  its  eventually  becoming  a very  profitable 
one  appears  to  have  been  more  fully  realized.  The 
cjuality  of  the  produce  however  continued  to  be  in- 
ferior and  it  could  not  compete  with  the  superior 
article  from  British  India;  a considerable  time  elap- 
sed before  any  material  improvement  was  achieved,, 
but  in  1877  samples  were  sent  to  London  to  be  re- 
ported on  by  the  Brokers  there.  This  was  a ste’p 
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in  the  right  direction  and  full  reports  were  received 
together  with  samples  of  British  Indian  teas,  which 
enabled  Java  planters  to  realize  how  much  their  pro- 
duce lacked  in  quality  and  manufacture.  In  1878  tea 
seed  was  procured  from  Assam  and  this  may  be  look- 
ed upon  as  the  turning  point  in  the  career  of  the 
industry;  it  proved  such  an  immediate  and  great 
success  that  the  Assam  type  of  plant  has  become 
the  standard  for  Java.  About  this  time  hand  manu- 
facture was  replaced  by  machinery,  which  also  creat- 
ed a considerable  improvement,  and  planters  work- 
ed steadily  on  until  1882  when  the  society  now 
known  as  the  ’’Soekaboemie  Agricultural  Associa- 
tion” was  formed;  this  society  has  become  a most 
useful  institution,  discussing  all  questions  relative  to 
the  industry  and  taking  a prominent  part  in  any  mo- 
vement having  for  its  object  the  furtherance  of  the 
interests  of  tea  planting.  In  the  nineties  the  indus- 
try received  a further  fillip  through  the  great  interest 
taken  and  encouragement  given  by  the  then  Governor- 
General  of  the  Colony.  In  1886  and  1892  two  Avell 
known  Java  planters  visited  British  India  and  Cey- 
lon and  the  knowledge  gained  by  them  led  to  many 
refonns  in  methods  of  manufacture ; gradually  old 
and  inadequate  machinery  was  replaced  by  new  and 
up  to  date  appliances  and  planters  were  unanimous 
in  their  efforts  to  produce  a better  article.  As  early 
as  tlie  year  1890  investigations  were  conmenced  re- 
garding the  chemistry  of  Java-tea,  and  in  1902  a 
further  and  very  practical  move  was  made  in  the 
establislunent  of  a Tea  Experimental  Station  under 
Govermnent  control;  since  its  inception  this  has  work- 
ed on  an  entirely  scientific  basis  and  has  proved 
eminently  'successful,  doing  a very  great  deal  to  solve 
many  difficulties  with  regard  to  manufacture  and  culti- 
vation; in  connection  with  it  there  is  a special  ex- 
perimental garden  at  a height  of  about  3.600  feet, 
where  trials  are  made  and  questions  of  soil  dealt  Avith. 
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A considerable  amount  of  literature  is  issued  to  its 
subscribers,  giving  full  reports  and  conclusions  arri- 
ved at  regarding  thel  various  experiments  carried  out. 
An  Ordinance  of  the  Government  makes  tea-seed  con- 
trol at  tlie  harbour  of  Tandjong  Priok  compulsory 
and  probibites  the  import  of  all  seed  not  provided 
with  a Certificate,  the  main  point  of  such  inspec- 
tion being  the  risk  of  importation  of  infection  into  Java. 
Further  advancement  was  made  in  1905  when  it  was 
decided  to  make  a determined  effort  to*  produce  the 
best  possible  quality  of  tea,  and  with  tlie  object  of 
improving  the  make  of  the  leaf,  sorting  into  tlie 
most  advantageous  grades  and  bringing  the  quality 
of  liquors  to  the  highest  commercial  value,  a com- 
bination was  formed  consisting  of  the  leading  plant- 
ers, Directors  of  Planting  Companies  and  others  in- 
terested in  the  tea  producing  industry;  from  these  an 
influential  committee  was  elected,  who  secured  the 
sendees  of  a tea  Expert  with  the  highest  qualifica- 
tions, having  experience  both  on  the  London  and 
Eastern  markets.  The  office  of  this  Expert  was  es'- 
tablished  in  practically  the  centre  of  the  tea  produc- 
ing districts  and  as  a result  of  his  reports  on  the 
produce,  visits  to  the  various  factories  and  general 
advice  regarding  manufacture,  very  great  improve- 
ment was  in  most  cases  effected;  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  the  general  quality  average  of  Java  tea 
was  raised  and  the  improvement  reflected  in  the  prices 
obtained.  In  tlie  meantime  certain  European  buying 
firms  had  established  themselves  in  Batavia  and  were 
buying  a considerable  quantity  of  tea  by  private  con- 
tract, but  owing  to  the  sellers  having  insufficient  know- 
ledge of  the  article  and  not  being  in  close  enougb  touch 
with  the  European  markets,  these  contracts  did  not 
always  prove  entirely  to  the  advantage  of  planters; 
in  1910  it  was  therefore  decided  to  transfer  the  office 
of  the  Expert  to  Batavia,  tlie  capital  of  Java,  which 
was  done  and  the  combination  by  whom  the  Tea  Expert 
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was  employed  established  themselves  oa  an  official 
footing  under  the  style  of  the  Vereeniging  „Thee- 
Expert-Bureau” ; this  institution  continues  to  do  most 
useful  work,  not  only  by  reporting  on  and  giving  ad- 
vice regarding  samples  received  from  the  Estates,  but 
by  visiting  factories  when  necessity  arises  and 
also  by  telegraphically  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the 
various  markets,  notifying  its  members  periodically 
of  the  staticial  position  in  all  important  centres  and 
by  regularly  issuing  market  reports  together  witli  Eu- 
ropean quotations  on  fixed  standards,  as  well  as 
actual  prices  realized  by  individual  teas,  at  the  Lon- 
don and  Amsterdam  auctions. 

With  regard  to  the  commercial  side  of  the  Java  Tea 
industry  it  is  interesting  to  note  tlie  continual  and 
substantial  increase  in  production;  of  actual  total 
crops  however  figures  are  not  obtainable,  but  from 
the  yearly  exports  a sufficiently  near  comparison  can 
be  made.  The  particulars  from  1901  to  1913  are  as 
follows : 

1901  — 16,750,000  lbs. 

1902  — 16,750,000  „ 

1903  — 22,250,000  „ 

1904  — 24,750,000  „ 

1905  — 25,500,000  ,, 

1906  — 27,500,000  „ 

1907  — 29,250,000  „ 

1908  — 36,500,000  „ 

1909  — 36,500,000  „ 

1910  — 40,500,000  „ 

1911  — 50,250,000  „ 

1912  — 61,500,000  „ 

1913  — 64,939,000  „ 

These  figures  show  a record  of  progress  which  any 
industry  may  well  be  proud  of,  the  total  increase 
in  twelve  years  amounting  to  about  287 o/o,  but  it  is 
not  only  as  regards  quantity  that  such  great  headway 
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has  been  made,  the  matter  of  quality  has  also  receiv- 
ed unremitting  attention  and  the  improvement  in 
that  respect  is  as  important  as  that  in  production.  It 
is  not  many  years  since  Java  teas  were  purchased 
merely  because  of  the  low  price  at  which  they  were 
obtainable,  being  objected  to  by  buyers  as  „twangy” 
and  only  suitable  for  use  in  small  quantities  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  blends.  With  modern  methods  of  maziu 
facture  and  expert  advice  regarding  all  branches, 
this  has  been  altered  during  the  past  few  years  and 
they  are  now  purchased  on  their  merits  as  tea,  and 
if  the  produce  cannot  be  said  to  be  actnally  on  an 
equality  with  that  of  British  India  and  Ceylon,  it  has 
at  all  events  become  their  keenest  competitor,  and 
prices  at  the  London  Public  Auctions  for  clean  com- 
mon and  low  medium  description  are  only  fraction- 
ally lower.  The  greater  proportion  of  Java  tea  is  of 
a common  and  somewhat  plain  medium  description, 
but  even  those  are  as  a rule,  carefully  made  and 
sorted  "with  a regular  appearance  which  attracts  the 
blender;  on  the  other  hand  there  are  teas  grown  at 
higher  altitudes,  having  such  flavour  and  bright  tips 
as  to  make  them  suitable  for  use  in  substitution  for 
British  Indians  and  Ceylons,  and  for  those  classes 
good  prices  are  always  obtainable. 

The  markets  dealing  in  Java  tea  are  many  and  where- 
ever  the  produce  of  British  India  and  Ceylon  is  found, 
there  also  in  a greater  or  lesser  degree  that  of  the 
Netherlands  India  is  also  represented.  Naturally  it  is 

Holland 

that  receives  the  largest  consignments  and  these  are 
disposed  of  at  the  15  Public  Auctions  held  at  regular 
intervals  throughout  the  year  in  Amsterdam;  from 
small  beginnings  the  tea  trade  of  Amsterdam  has 
grown  to  important  proportions,  as  tlie  following  par- 
ticulars of  shipments  to  that  Port  from  1905  to  1913 
demonstrate : 
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1905  — 14,500,000  lbs. 

1906  — 15,250,000  „ 

1907  — 15,500,000  „ 

1908  — 20,000,000  „ 

1909  — 20,250,000  „ 

1910  — 18,750,000  „ 

1911  — 22,500,000  „ 

1912  — 28,250.000  „ 

1913  — 24,851,000  „ 


the  increase  shown  in  1913  over  1905  is  a very 
substantial  one,  amounting  to  71.38o/o.  The  chan- 
ge which  has  taken  place  with  respect  to  prices  sin- 
ce the  days  when  we  hear  of  Guilders  1.60  per  lb. 
being  paid,  has  been  in  adverse  ratio  to  that  in 
production,  but  although  the  contraction  is  severe, 
prices  of  latter  years  are  more  acceptable,  giving  a 
fair  profit  to  the  planters  in  place  of  the  enormous 
losses  formerly  sustained  by  Government.  The  next 
most  interested  country  is 

Great  Britain 

London  has  always  been  from  the  commencement 
of  the  tea  industry,  the  premier  market  of  the  world 
and  during  the  infancy  of  Java  as  a tea  producing 
island  was  holding  important  weekly  auctions  and 
dealing  extensively  in  the  crops  emanating  from  Brit- 
ish India,  Ceylon  and  China;  the  importance  of  Chi- 
na in  relation  to  tea  has  steadily  dwindled  for  many 
years  past  and  to-day,  so  far  as  competition  with 
British  grown  tea  is  concerned,  it  is  practically  non 
existant,  but  in  its  place  has  gradually  come  to  the 
fore  the  more  useful  and  ever  increasing  product  of 
Java,  which  through  the  steady  persistency  of  the 
Dutch  planter,  is  forcing  its  way  into  all  the  tea  drink- 
ing countries  of  the  world.  The  progress  made  here 
from  1905  to  1913  has  been  as  follows : 
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1905^  9.000,000  lbs. 

1906  — 10.900,000  „ 

1907  — 9,100,000  „ 

1908  — 12,600,000  „ 

1909  — 12.200,000  „ 

1910  ^ 13,000,000  „ 

1911  — 15.500,000  „ 

1912  — 21,200,000  „ 

1913  — 21,770,000  „ 

which  is  even  greater  than  in  the  case  of  Holland 
the  total  increase  being  111, 19 o/o.  That  these  teas  are  ap- 
preciated by  London  buyers  was  emphasised  during  the 
year  1913  by  the  fact  that  on  one  occasion  in  the 
same  week  the  average  prices  realized  at  the  auctions 
of  Ceylon  and  Java  teas  only  varied  by  0,02  of  a penny 
per  lb,  the  Ceylon  average  being  8,59  d.  and  Java 
8.57  d;  this  very  satisfactory  feature  also  demonstra- 
tes that  tire  improvement  made  in  the  Java  produce 
is  a very  real  one. 

We  now  come  to  what  may  be  termed  the  Foreign 
and  Colonial  markets  and  it  is  to  these  that  we 
must  look  for  assistance  in  relieving  the  European 
centres  of  the  greater  weight  of  tea  that  will  undoubted- 
ly be  produced  in  Java  during  the  next  few  years ; some 
of  tliese  have  already  been  exploited  Avith  considera- 
ble success,  AAdiile  in  the  case  of  others  progress 
has  been  someA\diat  disappointing,  but  the  princip- 
al reason  for  this  has  possibly  been  the  somewhat 
apathetic  manner  in  AAdiich  distributors  have  handled 
them.  The  most  satisfactory  of  these  markets  has  up 
till  the  present  been 


Australia 

which  OAAung  to  its  geographical  position  in  regard 
to  Java,  enjoys  an  advantage  in  freight  rates  as  com- 
pared Avith  direct  shipments  from  British  India  and 


Native  women  plucking  tea  in  Java. 
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Ceylon.  The  business  passing  in  1905  was  only  to 
the  extent  of  233,039  lbs.  and  it  continued  to  he 
unimportant  until  1910  when  tlie  figures  became  mo- 
re satisfactor}^;  this  was  tlie  result  of  a somewhat 
agressive  policy  persued  by  the  tea  industry  of  Java  in 
1909  when  the  possibilities  of  a good  trade  being 
established  became  manifest.  Under  the  auspices  of 
the  ’’Thee— Expert — Bureau”  a consignment  of  teas 
suitable  to. the  Colony  was  prepared  from  the  vai'ious 
Estates,  amounting  in  all  to  some  2,300  Chests  and 
these  were  taken  down  by  the  ’’Tea  Expert”,  Avho 
went  as  representative  of  pratically  all  the  tea  plan- 
ters of  Java  with  a free  hand  to  dispose  of  the  quan- 
tity in  whatever  mamier  appeared  most  likely  to  give 
the  best  immediate  lesult and  penuanent  advertisement 
to  the  Island  of  Java.  This  campaign  proved  an  unqua- 
lified success  in  all  respects;  the  consignment  Avas 
divided  up  into  tliree  lots,  1,051  Chests  going  to  Syd- 
ney, 990  chests  to  iMelboume  and  256  chests  to 
Adelaide.  At  the  two  first  cities  public  auctions  were 
held  and  at  the  latter  place  the  disposal  Avas  effected' 
by  private  tender,  but  AA^hichever  method  \Ams  adopted 
the  result  was  equally  gratifying  and  a permanent 
and  progresswe  market  Avas  established  for  Java  teas. 
The  exports  to  Australia  from  1910  to  1913  Avere 
as  folloAvs : 

1910  — 1.276,000  ibs. 

1911  — 5,579,000  „ 

1912  — 6,497,000  „ 

1913  — 5,433,000  „ 

Another  mai'ket  AA’hich  is  proA'ing  a good  custo- 
mer for  our  produce  is 

Russia 

but  the  progress  in  tliis  instance  although  A^ery  useful 
has  been  somewhat  irregular,  latest  figures  however 


10 


are  the  heaviest  on  record  and  there  is  every  indi- 
cation tliat  tlie  business  will  steadily  increase; 
the  direct  shipments  figures  including  those  to 
Singapore,  which  is  merely  a port  of  transhipment 
for  the  former  country  via  North  China,  have  been 
as  follows : 


1005  — 1,445,000  ills. 

11)06—  844,000 

1007  — 2,788,000  „ 

1008  — 3,351,000  „ 

1000  — 2,338,000  „ 

1010  — 4,080,000  „ 

1011  — 5,087,000  „ 

1012  — 3,290,000  „ 

1013  — 6,730,000  „ 

These  figures  represent  teas  of  the  usual  leaf  des- 
criptions shipped  direct  to  Russia,  but  in  addition 
large  quantities  of  dusts  and  small  fannings  are 
purchased,  which  are  forwarded  to  Hankow  and  the- 
re manufactured  into  what  is  known  as  ’’Brick”  tea, 
afterwards  being  despalched  for  the  use  of  the  pea- 
sants and  troops  in  Russia  where  it  is  allowed  to 
enter  under  a preferenlial  tariff.  The  first  record  of 
these  exports  to  Hankow  was  made  in  1911  when 

925.000  lbs.  were  shipped,  which  increased  in  1912 
to  1,273,000  lbs : and  in  1913  a total  quantity  of 

4.943.000  lbs.  was  shipped. 

Canada  and  America 

The  direct  business  done  with  these  countries  has 
so  far  been  unimportant  and  only  very  slight  head- 
way has  been  made  since  1905,  when  the  small  quan- 
tity of  61.000  lbs.  was  exported;  from  then  until  1910 
no  further  shipments  are  recorded,  but  in  that  year 
193.500  lbs.  went  fonvard  and  subsequently  the  fol- 
lowing quantities : 
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1911  — 103,700  lbs. 

1912  — 379,300  „ 

1913  — 639,400  „ 

these  figures  are  disappointing,  more  especially  as 
British  India  and  Ceylon  have  during  the  past  few 
years  made  steady  progress  in  those  markets,  pay- 
ing rates  of  freight  to  the  Western  Coasts  which 
compare  unfavourably  with  those  obtainable  from  Ja- 
va. The  reason  for  tliis  unsatisfactory  position  is 
difficult  to  discover,  but  possibly  it  is  to  some  extent 
due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  Batavia  buying  houses 
also  have  branches  in  Calcutta  and  Colombo,  and 
so  long  as  good  business  is  done  with  Canada  and 
America  from  those  places  are  content  to  leave  Java 
teas  to  find  their  own  way  into  new  markets.  It  cer- 
tainly is  not  that  our  produce  is  unsuitable,  though 
in  the  old  day’s  their  peculiar  ”twa.ngy”  flavour 
would  have  militated  against  their  use,  but  to  day  a 
veiy  large  number  of  the  small  well  made  Orange 
Pekoes,  Pekoes  and  Pekoe  Souchongs  as  well  as  lea- 
fy Broken  Pekoes  are  eminently  suited  to  their  requi- 
rements, not  only  as  regards  style,  but  also  in  respect 
to  quality  of  licjuor.  Undoubtedly  a veiy  considera- 
ble quantity  of  Java  tea  is  consumed  in  tliose  coun- 
tries, but  they  are  either  purchased  in  transit  under 
’’optional”  bill  of  lading  or  ex  the  London  public 
auctions ; the  class  of  trade  however  which  the  Java 
tea  industry  is  anxious  to  develop,  is  that  of  direct 
shipment  from  Batavia  and  in  addition  to  tire  exhibit 
at  the  San  Francisco  Exhibition,  it  is  hoped  that  some 
scheme  of  advertisment  may  be  formulated  whereby 
buyers  in  Canada  and  America  may  derive  some  sub- 
stantial benefit  by  purchasing  direct  from  the  coun- 
try of  origin. 

There  is  a certain  amount  of  tea  shipped  from  Ja- 
va to  the  smaller  markets,  which  are  too  insignifi- 
cant for  classification,  but  for  the  purpose  of  these 
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notes  they  -vrill  be  dealt  with  briefly  under  the  head- 
ing of 


Other  ports 

In  1905  the  figures  shown  were  320,000  lbs.  and 
had  risen  in  1912  to  1,909,000  lbs.  while  the  quantity 
in  1913  amounted  to  5,516,000  lbs.  These  include  Chi- 
na, Continental  countries  otlier  than  Holland,  the 
Levant  Ports  and  consigmnents  to  the  Persian  Gulf, 
which  latter  represents  3/^  to  1 million  lbs.  and  is  a 
special  trade  carried  on  almost  entirely  by  one  es- 
tate in  the  island,  consisting  of  Witpunt  Pekoe  (a 
curly  and  long  leaf  Pekoe  with  silver  tip)  and  bold 
leaf  Pekoe  Souchong.  With  regard  to  the 

Batavia  market 

notwithstanding  tliat  a certain  amount  of  tea  has 
been  disposed  of  locally  for  several  years,  it  was 
not  until  1903  that  the  first  European  firm  of  tea 
merchants  established  themselves  in  Batavia  and  it 
was  with  their  advent,  that  the  regular  and  system- 
atic purchase  of  tea  by  experts  was  instituted  and 
tlie  direct  shipment  of  tlie  Java  produce  to  the  various 
tea  drinking  countries  of  the  world  commenced.  Un 
til  1910  this  firm  had  practically  no  competitors  and 
built  up  a business  chiefly  with  Australia  and  Russia, 
that  must  to-day  be  a valuable  one.  In  the  earlier 
days  and  owing  to  the  limited  knowledge  of  the  arti- 
cle and  trend  of  the  various  markets  by  sellers  gene- 
rally, contracts  frequently  proved  to  be  somewhat 
too  much  to  the  advantage  of  buyers,  but  with  the 
transference  of  tlie  ’’Thee-Expert-Bureau”  from  Ban- 
doeng to  Batavia  in  1910  all  points  were  carefully 
watched,  with  the  result  that  business  now  passing  is 
on  a more  equitable  basis.  In  1910  and  1911  further 
important  London  tea  buying  firms  opened  branches 
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in  Batavia  and  there  are  now  five  houses,  having 
tlieir  own  representatives  on  the  local  market;  all 
these  possess  considerable  interests  and  collectively 
are  in  a position  to  handle  a good  deal  larger  quan- 
tity than  is  available. 

It  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  quantities  dealt  with 
each  year  by  Batavia  buyers,  but  as  a conservative 
estimate  the  following  figures  are  approximate: 


1905—  1,850,000  lbs. 
1906  — 1,100,000  „ 


1907  — 4,050,000  „ 

1908  — 3,500,000  „ 

1909—  3,600,000  „ 

1910—  7,900,000  „ 
1911  — 11,100,000  „ 
1912—11,100,000  „ 
1913  — 16,480,000  „ 


The  metliod  of  sale  adopted  in  Batavia  is  that  of 
’’private  contract”  and  not  only  are  ’’spot”  teas  dealt 
in,  but  also  growing  crops,  or  any  particular  gra- 
de of  them,  are  frequently  purchased  some  few  months 
ahead.  The  establishment  of  a public  auction  system 
has  been  discussed,  hut  this  would  entail  certain  ex- 
penses to  sellers  which  are  at  present  non-  existant 
and  it  does  not  seem  that  any  alteration  is  in  the 
meantime  desirable  or  the  extra  expense  warranted. 


The  following  table  shoAvs  the  Java  tea  exports  for  tJie  years  1905  — 1913  inclusive,  and  the  prin 
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Singapore  shipments  are  probably  intended  for  Russia  via  North  China. 
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Exports  of  Java  Tea 
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